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This Exporter Development Grants Implementation Manual describes the program and its 
objectives, purposes, participation eligibility criteria, size of grants, eligible expenditures, 
competition procedure, including application and evaluation process, as well as grant 
management requirements  

 
1. BACKGROUND 

 
In the framework of Armenia Trade Promotion and Quality Infrastructure Project (2014-2019) (TPQI) 
leaded by the Ministry of Economy of RA (MoE) and supported by the World Bank (WB), the Fund 
“Investment Support Center” (former of the Fund “Small and Medium Entrepreneurship Development 
National Center of Armenia” (SME DNC)) is the Implementation Agency (hereinafter IA) for 
administering grant based mechanism for supporting export oriented local SME and catalyzing external 
trade and private sector development.   

Access to finance is one of the key obstacles for SME development in Armenia, specifically at start-up 
and growth phase. Eligibility criteria to qualify for a business loan at commercial banks or credit 
organizations almost always include heavy collateral requirement and solid credit history. In addition, 
lack of participatory funding mechanisms and open-source funds in with no collateral requirements, in 
its turn, also are limiting companies to invest.  

In fact, there is a large pool of SMEs with growth and exporting potential but not considered a viable 
market by banks and credit organizations and not targeted through suitable loan instruments. IA’s 
experience, however, shows that if small companies are provided with targeted support, which is usually 
the combination of credits and grants complemented with the technical assistance, they show a high 
survival rate and strengthened potential for growth.  

The SME survey conducted by the IA in 2018 in the frames of “Ready to Trade - an EU4Business 
initiative’’ Project implemented by the International Trade Centre (ITC) shows that most companies 
fail to meet the requirements of the international markets. The main weakness is the lack of relevant 
quality management certification, unstable and insufficient raw material supply and quality, low 
capacity utilization, lack of automation and modern technologies, limited financial resources of the 
companies, as well as a lack of market information, Lack of export & sales strategies and business 
contacts are other main constraints. 

Besides as part of its new agriculture strategy, Armenia’s Ministry of the Economy has identified the 
development of a wholesale market system as a key priority for the agriculture sector. The wholesale 
market system is a system of a single or multiple “business[es] or organization[s] that actively manages 
the aggregation, distribution and marketing of source-identified food products primarily from local and 
regional producers to strengthen their ability to satisfy wholesale, retail and institutional demand[s]” in 
both domestic and export markets.1 The development of the wholesale market system aims to overcome 
infrastructure challenges to expand Armenian exports globally, while at the same time supporting the 
development of domestic wholesale and retail markets. The wholesale market hub provides well-
designed data platforms, logistics and/or transportation services that help create stronger linkages 
between producers and markets.  

The Ministry of the Economy is currently in the process of developing a strategy for building a 
wholesale market ecosystem, which will be finalized in Q1 2020. While the strategy development 

                                                           
1 United States Department of Agriculture 



process is underway, this current initiative as an SME catalytic grants program (also known as the 
Exporter Development Grant) will highly stimulate the growth of local SMEs who can catalyze external 
trade.  

This is exactly the niche targeted by the Ministry of Economy through Exporter Development Grants 
scheme, aimed at stimulating SMEs to be more competitive internationally, facilitating growth and 
employment through addressing following core issues:  

 Logistics and supply chain: Meeting customers’ product or service requirements through 
effective and efficient production management, operations, inventory management, as well as 
inbound, outbound and internal logistics. 

 Export marketing: Designing services with differentiated features through marketing, 
branding, innovative products/services, and packaging design. 

 Meeting technical/quality requirements: Complying with standards, technical regulations, 
and sanitary measures and achieving internationally recognized certification. 

 Fostering local cooperation: Create cooperation mechanism with small suppliers within 
value chain to scale production and offer stable supplies.    

 Fostering market links: Create adequate distribution channels and modes of entry into 
foreign markets and develop partnerships with foreign firms to become part of their supplier 
base.  
 

2. OBJECTIVE  
   
The overall Objective of the Exporter Development Grants Scheme (hereinafter EDG) is the creation 
of shared recourse centres for SMEs (logistic centers, transportation facilities, marketing services, 
production hubs etc.) to empower existing small and medium sized companies through leveraging their 
growth potential to scale-up production, trading and exporting capacity.  

3. PURPOSE  
The purpose of the EDG is upgrading capacity of export oriented SMEs with growth potential through 
addressing the existing gaps of the production and export value chain. 

4. OVERVIEW 
EDG is designed to provide financial assistance in a form of matching grants to eligible applicants to 
support implementation of wining proposals. 

4.1. Target sectors and activities  

This competition is open to every sector where high export potential exists, with priority given to 
agriculture, food processing and textile. 

For this grant, the Ministry of the Economy seeks small and medium businesses to directly 
establish a wholesale market or establish auxiliary services that support facilitation of goods to 
and from an existing or new wholesale market. To help achieve this vision, the following key service 
may be eligible for the grant:   

• Wholesale market mechanism 
• Wholesale market physical space or multi-purpose universal hall  
• Wholesale market operations, including materials, equipment or digital mechanisms for 

consolidation, sorting/weighing, grading/sizing, picking, packaging, palletizing, quality 
assurance, storage. Depending on the requirements of the facility, the following may be 



needed: tracking systems, automation, dock loading systems, standalone refrigeration, 
fork-lift trucks, radio-frequency identification (RFID) stock control and distribution 
computer systems 

• Co-located processing or pre-processing facilities 
• Aggregation points 
• Storage facilities 
• Transportation and logistics services and facilities  
• Cold chain storage and logistics services 
• Branding and design, packaging and labeling centers 
• Farmers/supplier development program, including upstream engagement with farmers  
• Marketing engagement with traders, processors and/or direct linkages to domestic and/or 

export markets. This can include export management, marketing/promotion centers 
• Technology platforms that support facilitation of wholesale market systems from upstream to 

downstream management 
• Technology transfer centers 
• Resource sharing centers 

 

 
4.2. Size of Grants: The total fund of EDG is 1,800,000 USD.  

Any grant requested under EDG must fall between the following minimum and maximum amount of 
total eligible costs: 

For agriculture and food processing 

• Minimum amount: 30,000,000.00 AMD (Eq. to 62,000 USD) 

• Maximum amount: 230,000,000 AMD (Eq. to 480,000 USD) 
 
 

For other sectors  

• Minimum amount: 15,000,000 AMD (Eq. to 31,000 USD) 

• Maximum amount: 140,000,000.00 AMD (Eq. to 300,000 USD) 
 

 

 
4.3.  Amount of Financing: This grant provides funding for up to 70% of the total eligible Project costs. 
 

 
4.4.  Co-Financing Requirements and In-kind Contributions: The Applicant must ensure availability 

of at least 30% of estimated Project budget as a co-financing. Expenditures made by Grantee shall 
be considered as a co-financing in case it is exceptionally related to the implementation of the 
Project. Co-financing shall not include any construction, land acquisition or resettlement activities, 
however grantees are free to include such activities in their Projects as an in-kind contributions. In-
kind contributions or non-cash contributions refers to resources besides money, might be land, 
property, goods, equipment, etc. allocated to assist the implementation of the Project. If contributions 
in-kind are considered as necessary for the implementation of the EDG Projects, these contributions 
should be clearly described in the Applications and Business plans. In-kind contributions are 
additional contributions of applicants and not considered as a part of the co-financing.   
 

4.5. Duration of the Project:  Duration of each grant Project is max 12 months from signature of Grant 
Contract. No project can have a duration beyond the closing date of the TPQI Project. The duration 
can be extended upon justifiable reasons, upon extension of the closing date of the TPQI Project. 



4.6. Development Plan Required:  All EDG proposals must show at least 12 months’ development plan 
and cash flow projection. Project amount needs to be spent within 12 months from signature of the 
Grant Contract.    
 
 
5.  ELIGIBILITY  

5.1. In order to be eligible for a grant, the applicant (individual organization or group of organizations 
represented by the Coordinator) must: 

 
i. be a legal entity with at least two years of state registration;  

ii. be for-profit-making; 

iii. be established in the Republic of Armenia; 

iv. be directly responsible for the preparation, implementation and management of the 
Project, not acting as an intermediary. 

v. be able to co-finance the given Grant Project 

 
 
In case of Consortium of organizations all the criteria apply for the lead applicant but only criteria “ii” 
and “iii” apply to Consortium members.   
 

5.2. Applicants will be excluded from participation in grant procedures if: 
 

• they are bankrupt or have suspended business activities, have overdue liabilities  to tax 
authorities, as of the date of submission of the application exceeding 50,000 (fifty thousand) 
AMD, are included in the list of bidders not eligible to participate in the procurement process 
as of the day of submission of the application or are in any analogous situation arising from a 
similar procedure provided for in national legislation or regulations; 

• applicants that are on the list of the Debarred Firms that is available 
at www.worldbank.org/debarr  
 

 
5.3. Eligible expenses under EDG include: 

  
 Minor renovation and refurbishment (cannot exceed more than 10% of total grant funds); 
 Modernization of production processes, acquisition of new equipment; 
 Acquisition of raw materials and goods; 
 Introduction of quality management and certification; 
 Other valid expenses identified in the budget as directly related to execution of the Project; 

and agreed by Implementing Organization, including development of market entry/foreign 
expansion strategies; Customized company-specific foreign market research and promotional 
campaigns; All of which cannot exceed more than 20% of total grant funds; 

 Working capital (salaries, utility costs, rental costs), shall be financed under the co-financing 
funds; 

 Taxes, which shall be co-financed from the RA budget sources, as co-financing to the Project.  

 
 
 

http://www.worldbank.org/debarr


7.1. Ineligible expenses under EDG include: 
 

• Land acquisition or resettlement; 
• In-kind contribution; 
• Provisions for losses or potential future liabilities; 
• Interest or debts owed to any party; 
• Credit to third parties or sub-grantees; 
• Purchase of buildings or construction;  
• Renovations and any other expenditures that are not related to the Project purpose. .  

 
For other non-eligible costs, please refer to World Bank's list of “Excluded Expenditures” (Annex 
10) on Goods and Services not eligible to be financed under World Bank projects.  
 

 
6. COMPETITION PROCEDURE  

Competition under EDG will be implemented through the following consecutive stages:  

1) Call for proposals 
2) Submission of applications  
3) Eligibility Criteria check (pre-screening) 
4) Assessment by the Independent Experts/Evaluation of Applications by Evaluation 

Committee  
5) Final Selection and Award.  
 

 
6.1. Call for proposals and Submission of Applications 
 
Calls for Proposals under EDG will be opened for two months, and it will be publicly announced 
through web pages of Implementing Agency and MoE and other public sources (TV, newspaper, radio, 
etc.), as well as disseminated through social networks (Implementing Agency’s Facebook page, etc.).   
The ensure publicity and wider outreach the Implementing Agency will conduct series of information 
sessions/workshops (in all the regions of Armenia) to inform potential beneficiaries on the EDG Project, 
application procedure and other relevant topics. Venue and schedule of Information Sessions will be 
communicated beforehand and disseminated through abovementioned ways of communication. 
Besides participation in the information sessions potential applicants will have possibility to make 
inquiries to Implementing Organization up to 10 days before the deadline of the call.  
 

6.2. Application Package 
 
To participate in the given Competition, the Applicant must submit the following package of documents 
(Application Package):  

• Cover letter – Declaration signed by the Applicant (Annex 1)  
• Application Form (Annex 2)  
• Consortium Agreement, in case of Consortiums  
• Declaration on providing the co-financing funds to meet co-financing contribution (at least 

30%) (Annex 3) together with the i) bank statements for the last 6 months of the applicant’s 
company proving the availability of corresponding amount of co-financing on their 
accounts or ii) Bank statement of the owner’s bank account on availability of corresponding 
financial resources, or iii). Bank reference confirming the eligibility to credit. 

• Business Model (Annex 4)  
• Budget (Annex 5) 
• Copy of Company’s state registration certificate 
• Copy of tax reports of the legal entity for the past two years 



• Reference from tax authorities on debts  
• Reference from ACRA 

 
The Application Package shall be submitted in Armenian language in one ‘Original’, and two 
copies. The Application Form (Annex 2) and Business Model (only for Projects above 200,000 
USD) (Annex 4) shall be submitted in Armenian and English languages.   
 

6.3. Where to Apply  

Application Packages must be submitted to the Implementing Agency’s office by the following e-mail 
address: procurement@smednc.am. The Applicants need to indicate in the subject line “Application to 
EDG”. Scanned copies of original documents will be acceptable. Original documents shall be provided 
upon request.  
Applications Submission Deadline for EDG is specified in the Announcement for the call. Applications 
submitted after the deadline will not be considered. If future calls are opened the applications may be 
resubmitted.  
 

6.4. Eligibility Criteria Check (Pre-Screening) 
 

All Application Packages will be screened for their compliance with Eligibility Criteria, presented in 
Paragraph 6 and to determine whether all the necessary documents have been submitted in accordance 
with the requirements of the call for proposals, as described Paragraph 8 of this Manual.  

Applicants will be informed of any Incomplete Applications that is missing documents or other key 
elements/information. The Applicant must review its Application and submit any missing documents 
or other key elements/information within 2 days of notice from Implementing Agency.  

6.5. Assessment by Independent expert(s) 

All applications will be reviewed and assessed by the corporate finance & business specialist(s)/ 
organizations selected on competitive basis. The assessment reports for each proposal will be attached 
to the applications and submitted to the Evaluation Committee for further processing.  

6.6. Evaluation Committee  

Evaluation Committee will be formed by the MoE and consist of at least 5 members, comprised of 
representatives of the MoE, TPQI Project Steering Committee, Independent Experts.  

All decisions of Evaluation Committee are final. The committee members are not allowed to provide 
feedback or assistance to the applicants. Evaluation Committee will score the proposals against set 
evaluation criteria as outlined in Paragraph 6.8 below. 
 
Evaluation Committee and Others participating in review of Applications and Grant Performance shall 
sign “Non-Disclosure Statement and Avoidance of Conflicts of Interest” document (Annex 11).  
 
 

6.7. Secretariat 

The Fund “Investment Support Center” as an IA of the EDG acts as an EDG Secretariat and is in charge 
of day-to-day (operational) management of the Project. In particular, the Secretariat runs workshops, 
undertakes public awareness activities and actions, and ensures publicity of the EDG activities, results 
and success stories. The Secretariat checks the eligibility of the applications for compliance with the 
criteria set, arranges the review of the applications by external independent experts(s), prepares the 
documentation for Evaluation Committee (evaluation reports, meeting minutes, etc.), and prepares 
agreements for the selected grantees. During the implementation phase provides consultancy services 

mailto:procurement@smednc.am


on operational, procedural and documentation issues, conducts regular monitoring, collects and checks 
progress and financial reports, verifies advance payment requests, etc.      

 

6.8. Evaluation and Scoring of Applications 
 

N Evaluation Criteria Score 
(1-5)* 

Weight Final 
score 

1. Compliance of the proposed project to the Objectives of EDG 
(to what extent the proposed project objectives and its supposed 
outcomes is in line with the overall objective of EDG, i.e. to scale-up 
production and exporting capacity) and required technical quality of the 
proposal 

5 3 15 

2.  Impact of the proposed project to whole Value Chain, multiplying and 
synergy effect with SMEs and other VC actors. Have their needs been 
clearly defined and does the proposal address them appropriately? 

5 3 15 

3. Feasibility 
How feasible is the implementation of the proposed project with the 
timeframe and investments envisaged?  

5 2 10 

4. Marketing Strategy 
How does the proposed product/service address the existing market 
demand? Does the applicant have a realistic strategy and export 
marketing plan? (target market identification and segmentation, 
competition, customers, pricing, promotion, distribution, etc.) 

5 2 10 

5. Implementation Plan 
Does the applicant have a clear implementation plan? 5 2 10 

6. Project Budget 
Does the applicant demonstrate clear understanding of its expenses and 
returns?  How competent and complete are the financial projections of 
the proposed Project? What is the Profitability ratio of the proposed 
activity and how realistic is that? 
(breakeven, profit and loss, etc.) 

5 4 20 

7. Innovativeness of proposed technology and actions 
(whether and to what extent proposed technology is innovative ?) 5 2 10 

8. Risk analysis and mitigation measures  
(Does applicant clearly understand the risks and their mitigation 
measures of proposed actions?) 

5 2 10 

 TOTAL   100 
 
* Scoring scheme 

 
 
 
 

 
 
6.9. Selection and Award 
 

All proposals receiving score above 70 will be eligible for financing. The Committee will rank the proposals based 
on the scores and the financing shall go from top to bottom of the list according to the overall budget. The 
application with scores above 70, but not subject for financing will remain under reserve list.  

 
 

Excellent Good Average Below average Unsatisfactory 

5 4 3 2 1 



6.10. Coaching   
 
EDG activities will be complemented with the comprehensive technical assistance toolkits of the 
Implementing Agency, including Enterprise Europe Network (EEN) 
instruments https://een.ec.europa.eu/ (Investment Support Center is a host organization of the EEN 
since 2009). 
 

7. CONTRACTING  
 

7.1. Contract Negotiation and Signing 

IA sends a letter to PID or any other responsible body assigned by the TPQI loan agreement (RB 
Responsible Body) presenting the decision of the Evaluation Committee.  Based on the decision records 
and any recommendations of the Evaluation Committee, a Contract is signed between the Grantee, RB 
and IA. The IA is responsible for preparation of the Contract. The Contract describes the roles and 
responsibilities of each side and also the payment terms.  
Before contracting successful applicants are requested to provide prove on fulfilment of co-financing 
requirements (at least 30% of the Project eligible costs) by providing bank statements of the applicant’s 
company on availability of corresponding amount of co-financing on Project Dedicated Bank Account.  
The Contract will include annexes, such as application form, detailed budget breakdowns, as well as 
Project business model with the timetable to be accomplished during the duration of the Contract 
Award.  
All Contracts with Grantees will include a mandatory clause on maintaining a right of audit of Grant 
Project by independent auditors acceptable to the Bank (appointed by RB) at the RB’s or Bank’s request. 
Grant project related information documentation and any relevant records should be made available to 
the Bank staff upon request.  
 

 
7.2. Master file 

 
Grantees should create a master file at the beginning of the Project period. This master file should 
include at least the following documentation:  

• Application and supporting documentation as specified in the manual;  

• Any official documentation exchanged during the grant application and implementation 
periods;  

• Award notification;  

• Copies of all progress and financial reports;  

• All original invoices and other payment supporting documents;  

The master file must be made available for review by respective staffs of IA and RB, the Bank as well 
as to the independent auditor (appointed by RB).  

 

8. ENVIRONMENTAL AND SOCIAL GUIDELINES 
 

Legal basis. Environmental and social guidelines under the TPQI project have been described in the 
project’s Environmental and Social Management Framework (ESMF) and Resettlement Policy 
Framework (RPF) and referenced in the TPQI Project Loan Agreement between the World Bank and 
the Government of Armenia. These documents were approved and disclosed by the World Bank and 
the Armenia Ministry of Economy in March 2014, and updated in [XXXX 2019/2020]. They will apply 
to all aspects of the implementation of the EDG program.  

https://een.ec.europa.eu/


Project triggers OP/BP 4.01 Environmental Assessment, OP 4.09 Pest Management, and OP/BP 
4.12 Involuntary Resettlement. 

Policy Summary of Core Requirements 
OP/BP 4.01 
Environmental 
Assessment 

Screen early for potential impacts and select appropriate instrument to 
assess, minimize, and mitigate potentially adverse impacts 

OP 4.09 
Pest 
Management 

Support integrated approaches to pest management. Identify pesticides that 
may be financed under the project and develop appropriate pest 
management plan to address risks. 

OP/BP 4.12 
Involuntary 
Resettlement 

Assist displaced persons or those whose assets or livelihoods have been 
negatively impacted in their effort to improve or at least restore their 
standards of living. Avoid resettlement where feasible or minimize. 
Displaced persons should share in project benefits. 

 

In the frame of the EDG program, any activities that may fall under Category A of higher-risk Category 
B (B+) will not be eligible for financing.  

In addition to provisions listed in the ESMF and RPF, grant beneficiaries are responsible for full 
compliance with national environmental and social legislation including on waste management, 
construction, obtaining of permits, compliance with laws and norms on labor and working 
conditions, among others. Compliance obligations with the project ESMF, RPF, and national 
environmental and social legislation will be clearly specified in grant agreements to be signed by 
beneficiaries. The budget for implementing all requirements has been included in the grant project 
cost. 

 

Screening. Environmental and social screening of all grant activities will lead to filtering out 
ineligible activities and classifying eligible activities into environmental categories B or C.  

Category B (medium environmental risks) - moderate impacts on environment within the 
implementation area, with low or no risk of irreversbility; application of mitigation measures feasible.  
Development EMP and monitoring adherence to it during implementation is required. 

Category C (minimal or no environmental risks) - negligible or no impacts on the 
environment. No action required after screening. 

Monitoring and reporting. Completion of environmental and social screening and monitoring will be 
conducted by the designated specialist within the Project Management Unit of MoE, and in close 
collaboration with grant beneficiaries and relevant IA personnel. Completion of, adherence to, and 
regular monitoring and reporting on ESMP will be a condition for use of grants under the program. This 
will be stated explicitly in every grant agreement.  

Site visits to the grant-supported enterprises/facilities by the PMU Environmental and Social specialist 
will be conducted at least three times during the grant implementation process: (i) at screening stage, 
prior to initiation of grant financed activities; the screening visit will be used to collect information for 
preparing of ESMP and raising awareness of the beneficiaries on environmental and social requirements 



and obligations under the project; (ii) at mid-term stage – approximately six months into the grant’s 
implantation activities; input for the mid-term visit will be filed in ESMP implementation checklist and 
will be submitted to the World Bank; and (iii) at completion stage – prior to completing grant activities; 
inputs from this visit will also be integrated into the progress report to be submitted to the World Bank 

Associated activities. Beneficiaries’ activities that are not financed under the grant but are directly and 
significantly related to the grant-financed activities, are carried out contemporaneously with grant 
implementation and are necessary for the project to be viable, will be considered “associated activities” 
and will also be subject to environmental and social screening and to the provisions listed in ESMF and 
RPF. These may include, in-kind contributions such as acquisition or expansion of lands necessary to 
perform core business activities, construction of facilities, among others.  

Incident reporting. Grant beneficiaries should immediately report to the IA and PMU Environmental 
and Social Specialist any incidents that occurred during the implementation of their activities in the 
course of grant implementation. The beneficiaries should support the IA and PMU in the investigation 
of the accident, taking corrective measures, and if necessary, implementing the corrective measures. 

Public information and grievance redress. Grant beneficiaries will be required to clearly display at 
and around site the project name and contact information of the IA and PMU, in addition to those of 
their enterprise. Grant beneficiaries – in addition to IA and PMU specialists – will receive information 
from PMU and IA on the functioning and structure of the project grievance and redress mechanism. 
They will be required to record and report- any grievances or feedback related to implementation of 
grant-supported activities and submit this information on a regular basis to the PMU social and 
environmental specialist. 

 

9. REPORTING AND FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT 
 

9.1. Narrative and Financial Progress/Final Reports: Grantee must submit progress narrative 
and financial reports according to disbursement schedule provided in article 9.2. 

 
9.2. Disbursements of Grant Funds   

The EDG disbursements of grant funds will be done in tranches during the 12 months duration with the 
following four installments:  

- 1st installment - 20% of the Grant amount based on signature of the contract and submission 
of the Bank Guarantee (which has to be in force for the whole duration of the Project) 

- 2nd installment - 30% of the Grant amount, after spending 80% of the 1st installment, and 
min 40% of the co-financing 

- 3rd installment - 40% of the Grant amount, after spending 80% of the previous installments, 
and min 50% of the co-financing, 

- Balance payment - after approval of the final progress and financial report. Balance 
payment shall be calculated based on actual expenditures based on approved final narrative 
and financial reports. Grant funds shall not be more than 70% of the total eligible costs. 
 
 

In case the implementation of some activities require disbursement of larger instalments than the 
abovementioned the Grantee will have to provide proper justifications. 
 



For each installment (except 1st) the Grantee shall provide request for payment (Annex 6) together with 
the Narrative (Annex 7) and Financial (Annex 8) reports and detailed list of expenditures (Annex 9) 
with proof of expenditures and all supporting documents.  
 
Each installment shall be made by RB to the Grantee’s Dedicated Bank Account established for the 
project upon verification and approval of Financial and Narrative reports by the Implementing agency 
and RB as described below.     
 
After receiving the request for payments accompanied with the Narrative and Financial Reports 
specified in this paragraph IA checks the eligibility of costs and their compliance to the Contract terms 
during ten (10) business days (hereinafter Verification Period).  Within the Verification period IA also 
conducts field visits as described in the Paragraph 10.  
In case of Grantee’s non-compliance, the Verification Period is suspended and the Grantee is informed 
in writing about the suspension (including communication via electronic mail). The process of the 
Verification Period resumes after missing documents/information are submitted and/or the non-
compliance is otherwise cured.  
Within three (3) business days period after completion of the Verification Period IA sends to RB the 
Notification on verification of reports, accompanied with verified reports and all supporting documents, 
for PMU’s final approval and disbursement of funds. 
Within five (5) business days of receiving the notification specified above the RB shall review the 
documents and in case of approval makes disbursement within three (3) business days. In case of any 
non-compliance the RB sends back the package of the documents to IA with comments for additional 
review. In this case the terms specified above restarted in the same order given above.  
Any contributions in kind, which shall be listed separately, do not represent actual expenditure, are not 
eligible costs and are not subject to verification.  
 
 
9.3. Dedicated Bank Account.  With respect to EDG program, each Grantee must open a Dedicated 

Bank Account, where the granted funds as well as the own contribution is to be transferred. The 
Grantees should formally submit details of Dedicated Account. The Dedicated Bank Account will 
be used exclusively for the Grant Project implementation purposes. Payments from that account 
can be made exceptionally for the eligible expenses approved within the Project. 
 

9.4. The Grantees should maintain proper financial management system and prepare financial 
statements in accordance with consistently applied accountancy standards acceptable to the Bank. 
The Grantees’ financial management system must record all receipts and expenditures of the Project 
funds separately from their other funds. Such records shall include accurate and complete disclosure 
of the Project income and expenditures and should be supported with sufficient and appropriate 
documentation (including purchase orders, invoices, receipts, justifications for supplier selections, 
etc.) to substantiate all costs incurred under the Project. 

 
9.5. All the expenditures related to the Project need to be paid before the end of the Grant Contract. Any 

expenditure made after that date will be considered as an ineligible expense. 
 

9.6. If the actual eligible costs of the Grantee at the end of the Project are less than the estimated eligible 
costs as referred in the Grant Contract, the grant shall be limited to the 70% of the eligible costs of 
the Project verified by the IA and approved by the RB. 

 
9.7. Any amounts paid in excess of the final amount shall be repaid by the Grantees within 30 days of 

the issuing of the debit note. 
 

 



 
10. SUPERVISION AND MONITORING  

 
10.1.  IA will conduct monitoring to assess the progress of the EDG implementation, as well as to 

assure that the expenditures made are in accordance with the approved Project budget for the 
given period. Monitoring methods will include:  

 
a) Desk review of the regular financial reports, during which a review of all related 

transactions will be done to verify that financial expenditures are in accordance with the 
approved project budget. It will also allow identifying inaccurate expenditure or non-
compliance with EDG requirements, as the case may be. During Desk review, the progress 
narrative reports will be also reviewed. 
 

b) Field visits will be conducted on a regular basis, but at least one visit before each 
installment to conduct observation and physical check of the expenditures done during 
reporting period. The periodicity of visits will be defined by IA, and the Grantee will be 
notified at least 3 days before the visit.  

 
10.1. The results of the field visits will be documented in a field visit/monitoring report indicating the 

findings of compliance or non-compliance with the requirements of the EDG and signed Grant 
Contract. In case of non-compliance of the Grantee with the requirements of the EDG, as the case 
may be, actions stated in the Contract will be implemented. Only after failure of the Grantee to 
meets its obligations stated above, IA reserves the right for the termination of the contract.  
 

10.2. The project implementation process shall be subject also to external monitoring and evaluation 
assigned by RB.  

 
11. PROCUREMENT 

Beneficiaries will procure goods and services following their regular practices. However, they will 
have to provide all relevant documentation to the World Bank.   

 
 

12. CONFIDENTIALITY AND AVOIDANCE OF CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 
 
12.1.  Conflict of interest shall be interpreted but in no way limited to the following: any past, present 

or prospective economic, financial and private direct and/or indirect (through relatives or partners) 
interest, as well as ownership or other links with the staff of IA, RB as well as members of 
Evaluation Committee for Grant Projects financed under the EDG programs.  

 
It is expected that above staff and members will at all times adhere to the highest ethical standards 
in all matters. 
 
Where any above staff or member directly and/or indirectly (through relatives or partners) has an 
economic, financial and/or private interest, are in any other association with the other organization 
(including any vendor of goods or services) with which Grantee has entered into, or is considering 
entering into, any contract or other transaction, such staff member shall disclose in writing to the 
IA and TPQI Project Manager all material facts as to the relationship or interest. Individuals with 
conflicts of interest must recluse themselves from participating in any part of the decisions related 
to the transaction giving rise to the conflict. Each case of fraud, waste or misuse of project 
resources or property identified by the staff shall be reported in writing to its direct supervisor. 
Should the supervisor fail to undertake any action for suspending such fraud, waste or misuse, the 
issue shall be submitted to the IA and TPQI Project Manager in writing by the same staff with 



sending a copy of such notification to the person having committed an act of fraud, waste or 
misuse. 

 
12.2. All organizers, technical experts and Evaluation Committee of the Competition who have access 

to the Application packages and business plans sign Non-Disclosure Statement that extends for 1 
year after the public announcement of the winner of the Competition. The sample of the Non-
Disclosure Statement is attached as Annex 12. 
 

12.3. The IA will undertake reasonable efforts to ensure that all participating organizations retain all 
rights to ideas and intellectual property, as applicable. The IA does not share submissions with any 
parties outside of the Evaluation Committee and experts group either before or following the 
competition. However, it is applicants’ responsibility to ensure that their business proposals’ 
descriptions made for publication purposes provide information without including confidential 
intellectual property. 

 
 
 

13. ANNEXES 
 

 

  



On Company letterhead  

Annex 1.  Cover Letter – Declaration 
 
 
 
To: Fund “Investment Support Center”  
5a Mher Mkrtchya Street  
Yerevan 0010, Republic of Armenia 
Tel: +374 12 54 16 45 
 
 
Dear _______________, 
 
Herewith, on behalf of the Name(s) of legal entity or entities, we submit this Application for the 
Call for Proposals under the Exporter Development Grant Project and declare that we: 
 

- are submitting this application (on an individual basis) or (as member of the 
consortium led by < name of the Coordinator>) for this Project; 

- are directly responsible for the preparation, implementation and management of the 
Project, not acting as an intermediary; 

- are not in any of the situations listed in Paragraph 6 (EDG Eligibility) criteria of the 
Manual, excluding our participation in this call for proposals. Furthermore, we 
acknowledge that, should we provide false declarations, make substantial errors or 
commit irregularities or fraud, we may also be subject to juridical proceedings; 

- are confirming that have reviewed the rules of this Call for Proposals and agree to 
be bound by them.  

 
 
 
 
Name of the legal entity or entities (in case of the Consortium):        
 
Director:         
 
Signature:               
 
Date:                           
 



Annex 2: Application Form  
  

EXPORTER DEVELOPMENT GRANTS COMPETITION 

Application Form (to be submitted in English and Armenian) 

1. General information about the Applicant(s) 
1.1. Name of the Applicant (Coordinator in case of a Consortium) 
 Legal Status  
 Number of the State Registration  
 Taxpayer Identification Number  
 Date of the establishment  
 Funders names and their shares 

 
(In case of cooperatives please attach the full  
list of members as a separate document) 

1. _______________________________, ________% 
 
2. _______________________________, ________% 
 
3. _______________________________, ________% 
 
4. _______________________________, ________% 

 Name of Owner/s   

 Name of the top Manager  
 Name of the Chief Accountant  
 Legal address  
 Operations address(es)  
 Contact telephone, e-mail, web page  
 Bank account  
 Sphere(s) of activity  
1.2. Name of the co-applicant(s) (Consortium members if any) 
 Number of the State Registration  
 Taxpayer Identification Number  
 Date of the establishment  
 Funders names and their shares 

 
(In case of cooperatives please attach the full  
list of members as a separate document) 

1. _______________________________, ________% 
 

2. _______________________________, ________% 
 

3. _______________________________, ________% 
 

4. _______________________________, ________% 

 Name of the top Manager  
 Legal address  
 Operations address(es)  
 Contact telephone and e-mail  
 Brief description of current business 

operations  
 

 



2. Information about the performance of the Applicant (Coordinator in case of a Consortium) 
 Turnover for last two years, AMD  

 Profit (or loss) for last two years, AMD  

 Outstanding debt for the last two years, AMD  

 Main facilities available, including: 
 buildings and structures 
 equipment 
 other assets 

(please include year of investment in main facilities, as well as 
depreciation schedules for these investments) 

 
 
 
 

 Number of employees for last two years  
 Volume of goods sold, stored or transported for export markets for 

the last two years, tons  
 

 Export value for the last two years, AMD  
 Export target markets, percentage of current value (Market, %)  
 Volume of goods sold, stored or transported for domestic markets for 

the last two years, tons 
 

 Value of goods sold, stored or transported for domestic markets for 
the last two years, AMD 

 

3. Information about Project under EDG  
 Project title  
 Project’s main objectives   
 Project brief description (max 1 page)  
 Project Key Performance Indicator(s)  
 Project Expected Outcomes  
 Outcome 1  
 Outcome 2, etc.   
 Project Impact  

(Please describe how the implementation of proposed project will 
contribute to whole Value Chain, multiplying and synergy effect 
with SMEs and other VC actors (max 0.5) 

 

 Project activities/investments 
(please select all that apply) 
 

� Wholesale market mechanism 
� Wholesale market physical 

space  
� Wholesale market 

operations 
� Co-located processing 

facilities 
� Aggregation points 
� Storage facilities 
� Transportation and logistics 

services and facilities  
� Cold chain storage and logistics 

services 
� Branding and design, 

packaging and labeling centers 
� Supplier development program  



� Downstream engagement with 
traders, processors and/or 
markets 

� Technology platforms that 
support facilitation of 
wholesale market systems 

� Technology transfer centers 
� Resource sharing centers 

 Project innovation 
(please describe how the proposed project would be considered 
innovative for Armenia (max 0.5 pages)) 

 

 Total Project Budget (AMD)  
 Requested Grant amount (AMD, %)  
 Co-Financing contribution of the company (AMD, %)  
 Main directions of using the Grant funds (please describe the specific 

uses of funds in more detail (0.5 pages max)) 
 

 Main directions of using the Applicant’s co-financing amount   
 In-kind contributions (if any)  
 Envisaged start of the Project implementation (month, year)  
 Envisaged end of the Project implementation (month, year)   

  



Annex 3: Declaration on providing the co-financing  
 

 
 

DECLARATION ON PROVIDING THE CO-FINANCING  
Required for Exporter Development Grants Project 

 
 
  
 
 

Yerevan                                                                                                         «____»_________2019 
 
 

  
I, ___________________/NAME, SURNAME/ (passport number, issued by/on, address), director 

of___________________/COMPANY (acting as a Coordinator (in case of the Consortium)) hereby 

declare that if our application selected for a proposed grant award of an estimated [ 

________________AMD] under the Exporter Development Grant Program, we will provide the […%] 

required co-financing in the sum of _______AMD.  

 
 Attached is 

  Bank statement of the applicant(s)  proving the availability of corresponding amount of co-
financing on their accounts. 
  Bank statement of the owner’s bank account(s) on availability of corresponding financial 
resources. 
  Bank reference confirming the eligibility to credit.  

   
(Please tick relevant box) 
 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
    Name, Surname                                                     Signature 
  
 

  



Annex 4. Business model template 
 

Business Overview 

• What is your proposed core business model?  
• What are the primary and secondary services to be provided?  
• Who are the primary and secondary customers? 

 

Market and competitive analysis 

• Who are the major buyers in the market? 
• What customers are you trying to reach? 
• Who are the major competitors? What services do they provide? 
• What gaps are you filling in the market? 

 

Growth strategy and Implementation plan 

• What is the existing scale of service provided? 
• What is the company’s growth strategy over the next 5-10 years? 
• Implementation plan (Gantt chart) 

 

Beneficiaries’/farmers’ strategy  

• How many beneficiaries/farmers do you plan to reach? 
• Where are these beneficiaries/farmers located? 
• What is the strategy for engaging existing and new beneficiaries/farmers?  

o What types of facilities are required? Does the business have these facilities? 
o How does this project support expansion of these strategies? 

` 

Marketing strategy (plan to engage buyers, wholesalers, and traders, if applicable) 

• What types of customers do you target (domestic vs. export)? Please provide specific 
details, including countries, locations, partners 

• What percentage of your business targets each type of customer market? 
• What is the strategy for tapping into existing and new customer markets? 

o What types of facilities are required? Does the business have these facilities? 
o How does this project support expansion of these strategies? 

 

Organization structure and capabilities 

• What is the overarching company structure?  
• Who is the core governance and management team? 
• What is the organization structure for the business? What are the Key Performance 

Indicators (KPIs)? How frequently are these KPIs assessed?  



• What technical capabilities does the organization have to execute the business?  
• How does the project impact the organization structure and capabilities required? 

 

Partnerships (if part of a consortium) 

• What types of partnerships does your business leverage? 
• Who are the consortium partners in the project?  
• What capabilities do consortium partners bring to the project? 
• What is the plan for how the consortium partners collaborate? 

 

Financial feasibility and plan 

• What is the primary revenue model? What are secondary revenue sources? 
• What are the revenue and cost projects for the business? 
• What is the project profit and loss analysis? 
• What is the projected year-on-year cash flow?  
• What is the return on investment for the business? 
• How does the project (submitted for the grant) impact the return on investments for 

the business? 
• What is the outstanding debt on the business? What is the business’ loan repayment 

capabilities?  
 

Risk management and mitigation plan 

• What are the key business risks (at all stages of the wholesale market system)?  
• How does the proposed project support or increase risks identified? 
• What are the mitigation measures for risks identified? 

  



 

Annex 5. Project Budget*  
     /AMD/ 

 Detailed description of each item Unit Quantity Unit 
Price 

Total 
Amount 

Financing sources Proportion 
of 

Targeted 
Financing 

in total 
(%) 

EDG  Co-
financing 

1 Minor renovation and 
refurbishment costs**        

  (please provide a detailed breakdown)        

2 Equipment and supplies         

  (please provide a detailed breakdown)        

3 Raw materials        

  (please provide a detailed breakdown)        

4 
Introduction of Quality 
Management Systems and 
Certification 

       

  (please provide a detailed breakdown)        

5 

Other valid expenses *** 

(development of market 
entry/foreign expansion 
strategies; customized company-
specific foreign market research 
and promotional campaigns; etc.)  

       

  (please provide a detailed breakdown)        

6 Taxes         

 Total        

 

* Changes of maximum 15% within the main budget lines are allowed with the written permission of the Implementing Agency 

** These expenses cannot exceed more than 10% of total grant funds 

*** These expenses cannot exceed more than 20% of total grant funds 

**** Shall not be considered under the co-financing part 
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Annex 6. Request for Payment  
 

<Date of the payment request > 

 

For the attention of 

<Name and address of the Implementing Agency> 

 

Reference number of the Grant Contract: 

Title of the Project:  

Name and address of the Legal entity (Coordinator in case of Consortium): 

Payment request number:  

Period covered by the payment request: 

 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

I hereby request [a further pre-financing payment] [payment of the balance] under the Contract mentioned above. 

The amount requested is <according to the option indicated in the Contract/the following: ...>. 

Please find attached the following supporting documents: 

− Narrative progress/final report  

− Financial interim/final report and detailed list of expenditures with supporting documents 

 

The payment should be made to the following bank account: <give the dedicated account number shown on the 
Contract> 

Declaration on honor 

I hereby certify that the information contained in this payment request is full, reliable and true.  

I hereby certify that the costs declared have been incurred in accordance with this Contract and that they can 
be considered as eligible in accordance with the Contract.  

Yours faithfully, 

< Signature > 
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Annex 7. Narrative Progress/Final Report 
 

NARRATIVE PROGRESS REPORT 

• The information provided below must correspond to the financial information that appears in the financial 
report. 

• The Implementing Authority will reject any incomplete or badly completed reports. 
• The answer to all questions must cover the reporting period as specified in point 1.6. 

 
Table of contents 

 

List of acronyms used in the report 

1. Description 

 

Title of the Project  

Contract number  

Name and title of the contact person  

Name of the Legal Entity 
(Coordinator in case of Consortium) 

(and other members if any) 

 Marz  

Location 
 

Reporting period   dd/mm/yy   -  dd/mm/yy 

Project Budget  

Total Grant 
Funds 

% 

AMD  

 

Project co-financing 
amount  

% 

AMD 

 

Current 
Tranche 
Amount  

% 

AMD 

 

Signature of the Top Manager 
dd/mm/yy  



4 

 

 

<The Narrative Progress Report should comprise maximum 5 pages and should contain the following 
information> 

2. Assessment of implementation of Project  

2.1. Executive summary of the Project 

Please give a global overview of the Project’s implementation for the reporting period (no more than 
½ page). 

2.2. Results and Activities  

A. RESULTS 

What is your assessment of the results of the achieved so far? Include observations on the performance and the 
achievement of outputs, outcomes and impacts and whether the Project has had any unforeseen positive or 
negative results. In case of failing to achieve the envisaged results, the reasons should be presented and analysed, 
and activities towards overcoming the problems should be suggested.  

 

<Following the above assessment of results, please elaborate on all the topics/activities covered and 
implemented. > 

B. ACTIVITIES 

 Activity 1. 

<please describe implementation process and explain any problems (e.g. delay, cancellation, 
postponement of activities) which have arisen and how they have been addressed> (if applicable) 

<please list any risks that might have jeopardized the realization of some activities and explain how 
they have been tackled> (if applicable) 
Activity 2.  

<…> 

C. TIMETABLE 

Please provide an updated action plan for the future activities of the project2 

Year  

Activity Month 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 Implementing body 

Example example            Example 

Preparation 
Activity 1(title) 

            Coordinator or 
partner entity 1 

Execution 
Activity 1(title) 

            Coordinator or 
partner entity 1 

 

                                                           
2  This plan will cover the financial period between the interim report and the next report. 
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NARRATIVE FINAL REPORT 

• The information provided below must correspond to the financial information that appears in the final 
financial report. 

• The Implementing Authority will reject any incomplete or badly completed reports. 
• The answer to all questions must cover the reporting period as specified in point 1.6. 

 
Table of contents 

 

List of acronyms used in the report 

 

3. Description 

 

Title of the Project  

Contract number  

Name and title of the contact 
person  

Name of Coordinator of the 
grant contract  

(and other members if any) 

 

 Marz  

Location 
 

Reporting period   dd/mm/yy   -  dd/mm/yy 

Project Budget  

Total Grant Funds                       AMD, % 
Final co-financing 
declared amount  

Final declared 
Amount                        AMD, % AMD, % 

Signature of the Top Manager  

Date dd/mm/yy 
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<The Narrative Final Report should comprise maximum 10 pages and should contain the following 
information> 

4. Assessment of implementation of Project  

4.1. Executive summary of the Project 

Please give a global overview of the Project’s implementation with to reference to results, achievements and the 
impact (no more than 1 page). 

 

4.2. Results and Activities  

A. RESULTS 

What is your assessment of the results of the Project? Include observations on the performance and the 
achievement of outputs, outcomes and impacts and whether the Project has had any unforeseen positive or 
negative results. In case of failing to achieve the envisaged results, the reasons should be presented and analysed, 
and activities towards overcoming the problems should be suggested.  

<Following the above assessment of results, please elaborate on all the topics/activities covered and 
implemented. > 

 

B. ACTIVITIES 

 Activity 1. 

<please describe implementation process and explain any problems (e.g. delay, cancellation, 
postponement of activities) which have arisen and how they have been addressed> (if applicable) 

<please list any risks that might have jeopardized the realization of some activities and explain how 
they have been tackled> (if applicable) 
Activity 2.  

<…> 

C. TIMETABLE 

Please provide an updated action plan for the duration of the Project3 

 

Year  

Activity Month 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 Implementing body 

Example example            Example 

Preparation 
Activity 1(title) 

            Coordinator or 
partner entity 1 

Execution 
Activity 1(title) 

            Coordinator or 
partner entity 1 

                                                           
3  This plan will cover the financial period between the interim report and the next report. 
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5. Cooperation and Synergies  

5.1. How do you assess the impact of your activities on VC, please describe relationship SMEs and other 
VC actors or any other organisations directly or indirectly involved/benefited from implementation of 
this grant contract? Where applicable, outline any links and synergies you have developed with other 
actions. 

• Associate(s) (if any) 
• Contractor(s) (if any) 
• Final Beneficiaries and Target groups 
• Other third parties involved (including other donors, other government agencies or local 

government units, NGOs, etc.) 
 

6. Way Forward 

6.1. Description of the further planned activities of the beneficiary organization. Newly adopted 
objectives, factors hindering their achievement should be addressed here. Plans for strategic 
development should be described.  
 

7. Conclusions and recommendations 

7.1. Conclusions and recommendations on the implementation of the Project and cooperation with the 
Implementing Organization should be described here.  
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Annex 8. Progress/Final Financial report (see excel file attached) 
 
Annex 9. Detailed list of expenditures (see excel file attached) 
 
 
Annex 10.  World Bank's list of “Excluded Expenditures” on Goods and Services 
 
“Excluded Expenditure” means any expenditure: 
 
 

(a)  for goods or services supplied under a contract which any national or international financing 
institution or agency other than the Bank or the Association has financed or agreed to finance, 
or which the Bank or the Association has financed or agreed to finance under another loan, 
credit, or grant; 

 
(b) for goods included in the following groups or sub-groups of the Standard International Trade 

Classification, Revision 3 (SITC, Rev.3), published by the United Nations in Statistical Papers, 
Series M, No. 34/Rev.3 (1986) (the SITC), or any successor groups or subgroups under future 
revisions to the SITC, as designated by the Bank by notice to the Borrower: 

 
Group Sub-group Description of Item 

112  Alcoholic beverages 
121  Tobacco, un-manufactured, tobacco 

refuse 
122  Tobacco, manufactured (whether or not 

containing tobacco substitutes) 
525  Radioactive and associated materials 
718  718.7 Nuclear reactors, and parts thereof; fuel 

elements (cartridges), non-irradiated, for 
nuclear reactors 

728 728.43  Tobacco processing machinery 
971   Gold, non-monetary (excluding gold ores 

and concentrates) 
 

(c) for goods intended for a military or paramilitary purpose or for luxury consumption; 
 
(d) for environmentally hazardous goods, the manufacture, use or import of which is prohibited under the 

laws of the Borrower or international agreements to which the Borrower is a party, and any other goods 
designated as environmentally hazardous by agreement between the Borrower and the Bank] In certain 
operations, the Bank agrees with the Borrower on materials excluded from financing on environmental 
grounds (e.g., exclusion of specified pesticides). The bracketed clause is to be included only if agreement 
between the Borrower and the Bank on a list of goods designated as environmentally hazardous for 
purposes of this loan has been reached and recorded in the agreed minutes of negotiations or a 
supplemental letter); 

 
(e) on account of any payment prohibited by a decision of the United Nations Security Council taken under 

Chapter VII of the Charter of the United Nations; and 
 
(f) with respect to which the Bank determines that corrupt, fraudulent, collusive or coercive practices were 

engaged in by representatives of the Borrower or other recipient of the Loan proceeds, without the 
Borrower (or other such recipient) having taken timely and appropriate action satisfactory to the Bank 
to address such practices when they occur. 
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Annex 11. For Peer Reviewers, Evaluation Committee and Others participating in review of 
Applications and Grant Performance -- Non-Disclosure Statement and Avoidance of Conflicts of 
Interest 

 

Sample Non-Disclosure Statement and Avoidance of Conflicts of Interest 

To:  “Investment Support Center” Fund 
 
 Exporter Development Grants Competition 
 

Dear Sir/Madam 

I would like to participate in and be supportive of the Exporter Development Grant competition (“the 
Competition”). 

I understand that in the course of my participation in the Competition I will/may have access to the Application 
packages (“Applications”) of each participating team and to the full business plans of the finalists (collectively, 
“Plans”). These Plans may contain the proprietary ideas, inventions and concepts (collectively, “Ideas”) of 
participating teams in the Competition. I understand that all intellectual and other property rights of all 
participating teams will remain unaltered as a result of entering the Competition. I also understand that some of 
these ideas may constitute trade secrets and that participating teams may not have yet taken appropriate steps to 
patent, copyright or otherwise protect their Plans or Ideas.  

In consideration of my participation in the Competition, I agree for the benefit of IA and the participating in the 
Competition teams that only I will review the Applications and Plans submitted to the Competition and that I 
will take all reasonable efforts to hold the Applications, Plans and Ideas which I may receive in the course of the 
Competition in strict confidence and will not copy, reveal, or disclose such Applications and Plans or Ideas to 
others and that I will not use any such Applications and Plans or Ideas for my own benefit or the benefit of any 
person, or any legal entity with which I am affiliated. At the conclusion of the Competition I will return the 
Applications and Plans to the participating teams via the Competition organizers. 

The above restriction shall not apply to any Applications or Plans or Ideas which in the public domain at the 
time of disclosure or become publicly known through no wrongful act of mine, is known to me at the time of 
disclosure or is independently developed by me, is used or disclosed with the approval of the participating teams 
involved, is furnished to a third party without similar restrictions on the third party’s right, is received by me 
from a third party who has a lawful right to disclose it to me and in whose respect I do not bear responsibility of 
confidentiality, or is disclosed pursuant to the requirement or request of a governmental agency. 

In addition, I am not aware of any conflict of interest with any Applications, and if in the course of reviewing an 
Application, it becomes apparent that there could be I disclose the any appearance of a such conflict, I will bring 
it to attention of the IA, and will leave it to IA trustees or other responsible oversight authorities body to 
determine if it is “material” or “immaterial” and any ensuing course of action.  

The above restrictions will apply during the time that the Competition is occurring and for a period of one year 
after the winners are publicly announced. 
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I agree to bear responsibility for damages caused to teams (any team) or their members (any member) resulting 
from my violation of restrictions specified in this Statement.  

I am pleased to support the Competition and during my involvement with it I agree to abide by such other rules 
and guidelines which IA may reasonably impose. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Signature ________________ 

 

Name ___________________ 
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